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Report: 

 

Maharani Kasiswari College in collaboration with the 1947 Partition Archives 

organized a one-day interactive session workshop on the importance of oral history and 

narrative collection. The event took place at the college premises on the 7th of January 2019. 

The purpose of the workshop was to introduce the students to one of the biggest catastrophes 

of South Asia – the 1947 Partition of India. Students were introduced to the trauma of the event 

and its implications. The 1947 Partition Archive (www.1947partitionarchive.org) is an organisation 

dedicated to documenting, collecting life stories of individuals born before 1947 alongside sharing eye-

witness accounts of people who have witnessed Colonial regime, Independence & Partition in 1947 and 

in the subsequent trajectory the important historical junctures till date. 

The 1947 Partition Archive started its journey in 2010 from UC Berkeley and since then we 

have collected over 7000 oral historical narratives of individuals who were witness to the 

aforementioned events.The workshop highlighted the importance of oral history in understanding 

historical events, such as the partition of India. Students were introduced to the various 

internship opportunities at the Archive where they would be taught to document narratives and 

in turn play a significant role in archiving the ‘everyday lived’ reality stories of partition 

survivors. 

Program schedule: 

1. Dr. Chandrima Karmakar, Assistant Professor (Dept. of English): Introduction (10 mins). 

2. Mr. Ritriban Chakraborty, Field Officer: Importance of Oral History and Narrative 

Collection (30 mins). 

 3. Mr. Debraj Banerjee, Program Developer: Introduction to Fellowships offered by the 

Archive (30 mins). 

http://www.1947partitionarchive.org/


 4. Mr. Lokesh Chakma, Field Officer: Experience of collecting oral-narratives as a Story (30 

mins). 

 5. Interactive Session (15 mins). 

 6. Dr. Sima Chakrabarti, Principal: Concluding Remarks (15 mins). 

 7. Prof. Rita Chatterjee, Associate Professor: Vote of Thanks (10 mins). 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Poster of Internships available for students (offered by the Archive): 

 



 
 

Photographs from the event: 



 

 



 

                   PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING THE DELIVERY OF THE LECTURE 

 



 

 



 

                                        GLIMPSES OF THE LECTURE SESSION 


